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This volume traces the essential coordinates of Japanese anthropology of religion. It speaks about the places of the sacred, about 

the importance of the human body and of its energies. 

The starting point is Shinto and the explanation of the core terms related to it, such as Shinto, Kami, Tatari and Sumi. Then, the 

discussion passes on to Buddhism, arrived in Japan in 552, to those hybrids born from the cross-fertilisation between Shinto and 

Buddhism and to the other two main forms of Buddhism arrived from China: Amidism and Zen. 
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