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In the Mesoamerican world, where written communication was a privilege granted to a small intellectual elite, most public 

communications – political and religious – happened through art. 

Most of these works of art were produced to glorify the governors’ power, a kind of power that was absolute and drenched with 

holiness. Whenever there are no political treaties available, the analysis of Mesoamerican monuments allow for a thorough 

investigation of the development and evolution of the foundations of power and sovereignty. They also help sift through the 

changeable history of the strategies and languages of ancient forms of political propaganda. 

The tangle of politics, art and symbology is a constant of this study, a paradigmatic knot even for those who approach the 

Mesoamerican universe through similar studies in different cultural contexts, including the contemporary western context. 

From this point of view, we recommend this book to those interested in languages and in the symbolic economy of power, because 

the Mesoamerican peoples succeeded in fixing forms and formulas that are almost antithetical despite the mutual cultural 

background of their governors. An archaeological research in the field, historical data and an urge for theoretical clarification are 

intertwined in this book which, thanks to its immediacy and accessibility, is also a valuable introduction to the great historical 

adventure of Mesoamerica.  
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