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This volume (about 500 columns, 70 entries) of the Encyclopedia of Religion, dedicated to those phenomena linked to religion in Africa,
has a very diverse nature due to the peculiar historical vicissitudes of this continent.

As Africa is the point of connection between many native religions and the great missionary religions coming from abroad, the table
of contents of this work alternates, in alphabetical order, those entries relative to the entire continent (Africa, religions of) or to patts
of it (Southern Africa, Western Africa, Eastern Africa), to those more specific entries dedicated to monotheistic religions in Africa
(Christianity, Islam) and to proper African religions of single peoples of groups of peoples (Akan, Banbara, Bantu, Benba, Berberi, Diola,
Doagon, Edo, Fon, Fulbe, Igbo, Kongo, Luba, Iugbara, Ndembn, Nuer, Pigmei, Swazi, Tswana, Yoruba, Zuln). Other entries instead deal with
the main gods worshipped by the African population (Awmma, Kwoth, Mami Wata, Mawn-Lisa, Mbona, Mulungn, Ngai, Nihalic, Olorun,
Sango), and with the biographies of many prophets and founders of millenaristic creeds or of independent Churches (at times
influenced by traditional religions and at times by Christianity and Islam) that pinned down the religious history of this continent in
a very peculiar way (William Wade Harris, Simon Kimbangn, Kinjikitile, Alice Lenshina, John Maranke, Abmad Mubammad, Isaiah Shembe).
Finally, there are a few voices dedicated to those African phenomena and ideas, spread all over the religious world (Sous, Iconography,
Magic, Masks, Music, Sovereignty, Witcheraft, Theatre, Trickster) and a few entries that describe those religious phenomena that are
exclusively African (Cults of grievance).

About the Editor

Mircea Eliade (1907-1986), born is Bucarest, he lived in India between 1928 and 1932. He taught philosophy at the University of
Bucarest from 1933 to 1940. Cultural supervisor in London and then in Lisbon, in 1945 he was appointed professor at the Ecole des
Hautes Etudes of Paris. He taught at the Sorbonne and in many European universities. In 1957 he obtained tenure in History of
Religion at the University of Chicago, where in 1985 they established the “Mircea Eliade” tenure in his honor.
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Le voci che nel presente volume hanno una loro trattazione autonoma compaiono qui di seguito tutte in maiuscolo; le altre rinviano
di volta in volta alle rispettive voci trattate nel presente o in altri volumi della Enciclopedia delle Religioni.
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